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couple of years. Shakespeare himself seems to have taken
some part in this controversy. In the Christmas holidays
the undergraduates of St. John's College, Cambridge,
acted a College play called The Return from Parnassus. They
brought Burbage and Kemp in as actors to give a lesson
in acting, and they made Kemp say, *That Ben Jonson's a
pestilent fellow; he brought up Horace giving the poet a
pill, but our fellow Shakespeare has given him a purge
that made him bewray his greed.3 This play or scene has
apparently disappeared.

During these months Shakespeare wrote Hamlet, which
was full of references to the events of the time.* About
the same time he also wrote Twelfth Night, which was per-
formed in the Hall of the Middle Temple on 2nd Feb-
ruary, 160 2.

In March 1603 Queen Elizabeth fell ill. As there was
considerable doubt about the succession in the minds of
the people at large, there was great alarm. On i9th March
the Privy Council, who of late years had become increas-
ingly suspicious of the Theatres, ordered all playing to
cease. Five days later, Queen Elizabeth died.

The death of the Queen actually advanced the fortunes
of the players, and especially of the Chamberlain's Men.
One of the first acts of the new King was to take the Com-
pany under his own protection. On 19th May they became
the King's Men, and a licence (see p. 39) was granted to
them. There was, however, little playing that summer,
for once again the plague broke out in the City of London
and continued for nearly a year. The players, as usual,
*For details see Hamlet in the "Penguin" Shakespeare.